
Mayor Jerry Vehaun and Town of Woodfin Commissioners 
90 Elk Mountain Rd 
Woodfin, NC  28804 
 
Dear Mayor Vehaun,      11 August 2021 
 
Re:  Recommendations regarding AB Tech Collaboration 
 
After reaching out to A-B Tech’s Computer Technology Department to determine 
potential opportunities to collaborate with the Town on branding and marketing issues, 
we were referred to Jonathan Ross, Digital Media Technology Instructor.  Mr. Ross 
identified a course, Advanced Graphic Design Tools, that includes a culminating project 
in which students choose a real or fictitious business or non-profit and create the 
following products: logo, business card, letterhead, brochure, & 2 advertisements.  The 
products are presented at the end of the semester (12/18/21) to showcase a coherent 
brand. Mr. Ross has identified an exceptional student who does very high-level work and 
suggested that she be offered the Woodfin project. He spoke with her and she is very 
interested in this idea.  She also has a personal interest in wayfinding and environmental 
signage, which fits well with our need for consistent parks signage across the Town.  Mr. 
Ross also mentioned another course, Intro to Multimedia Applications, that involves 
building a website, in which this particular student is also enrolled.  He thought she could 
potentially design a microsite focused on Woodfin Parks. 
 
The products she will be working on are required for the courses and are not negotiable, 
so some of them may not be as useful to us as others.  However, some may be taken up 
a level given her skill and interests; for example, the instructor suggested rather than a 
brochure, she could work on signage. 
 
The Communication and Marketing sub-committee are enthusiast about this working 
relationship and would work with her towards our objectives along with her assignments. 
 
Time is of the essence as the semester begins August 23, and planning for both courses 
is already under way.  The Committee authorized forming this alliance. It was suggested 
that we offer an honorarium of about $200, to which the Committee has also agreed and 
we hope the Board will support. 
We recommend that the Board approve an honorarium for the student upon 
receipt of the aforementioned products, in an amount no less than $200 with the 
final amount to be determined by the Board at completion.   
 
Because the companion course entails building a web site, and the domain 
woodfinparks.com was available ($12 for the 1st year, $20 thereafter), I secured the 
domain for one year. This allows the student to work in ‘real time’ and the committee can 
monitor the site’s development.  After completion, the town can decide whether to use 
the site as a stand-alone link from woodfin-nc.gov, incorporate the site into the town’s 
site, or disregard it, in which case it can be shut down. 
We recommend that the Board authorize the expenditure of $12 
 
Sincerely, 
Walt Brewer,  
Chair   



Mayor Jerry Vehaun and Town of Woodfin Commissioners 
90 Elk Mountain Rd 
Woodfin, NC  28804 
 
Dear Mayor Vehaun,      11 August 2021 
 
Re:  Recommendations regarding Riverside Park and Greenway Designs 
 
On behalf of the Parks and Greenway Advisory Committee, I would like to relay our 
recommendations regarding the planning that has occurred for Riverside Park, the 
Wave, and the Greenway.  Our Advisory Committee invited the consultants of the 
projects, Equinox, to present their findings from the surveys and meetings.  
 
We learned that the respondents to the surveys overwhelmingly desire to see the 
following: 

● Connectivity and accessibility 
● Shelter and restrooms 
● Recreational activities for all ages, including play for kids 
● Habitat restoration and an ecological focus 
● River Access 

We also learned that the overarching concerns from respondents were the following 
● Water quality of the river 
● Flooding 
● Avoiding a theme park feel 

 
We have some recommendations to share with you about certain design details and 
have broken them into concise sections: 
 

1. Amount of Open Space Versus Developed Space 
The ratio of open space and developed space is a finicky balance.  If you design too 
much developed space it can be cramped and will have higher incidences of use 
conflicts.  If you leave too much open space, you might not be capturing as much return 
on investment for the site.  The Master Plan has a well thought balance of open and 
developed space. 
We recommend that the final design reflect the balance between open and 
developed space that has been set out in the Master Plan.  
 

2. Width of Greenway  
We anticipate the greenway will be heavily used.  This is based on what we see in other 
municipalities in Buncombe County and what we heard in the survey results.  The 
accessibility and ability to walk and ride bikes are the two most desired items.  Although 
our recommendation will cost more to construct, it will be more sustainable and easier to 
maintain if the width of the greenway is the correct size. 
We recommend designing and building a greenway that is 14 feet wide in the 



areas that should be anticipated as heavily used and 12 feet wide in constrained 
or less used areas.  
 

3. Restrooms and Changing Facilities 
These facilities will be very important at the Wave. The Commission visited the white-
water facility at the Nantahala Outdoor Center (NOC) in June and learned that 
separating the changing rooms and bathrooms functions better than if they are 
combined and they are easier to maintain.   
We recommend separate restrooms and changing facilities with provisions for 
outdoor shower / foot wash stations. 
 

4. Additional Amenities 
Many recommendations were suggested to Equinox from the community.   
The items we recommend currently are the following: 

● Education 
● Beach area water play for kids 
● Nature play/playground  
● Night lights/ lighting  
● Train platform 
● Seating near the wave  
● Grills 
● Bike racks  

 
We will continue to discuss the following list as there are foreseen complications and/or 
various ways to manage items on this list that need to have further discussion: 

● Parking  
● Pump Track  
● Body weight workout stations  

 
In addition, there are some policies or business practices that require further thought and 
we plan to spend more time considering the following: 

● Parking agreements with neighboring property owners 
● Outfitter fees for the Wave 
● Boat rental company agreements  
● Rental lockers 

 
We remain very excited about the plans for Riverside Park, the Greenway and the 
Wave. If there are any questions, concerns or further items you feel we should consider, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Walt Brewer,  
Chair   



Mayor Jerry Vehaun and Town of Woodfin Commissioners 
90 Elk Mountain Rd 
Woodfin, NC  28804 
 
Dear Mayor Vehaun,      11 August 2021 
 
Re:  Recommendations regarding Existing Parks 
 
On behalf of the Parks and Greenway Advisory Committee, I would like to share with 
you our observations regarding the condition of the existing parks and recommend a few 
maintenance issues that we feel should be addressed immediately. 
 
Our informal survey with photographs provides current documentation to help inform the 
Board and Staff and guide future conversations about current maintenance needs and 
potential improvement opportunities for existing parks. 
 
We are aware that during their buildout Silver-line and Riverside Parks have and 
deserve the lion’s share of everyone’s attention; however the existing parks are the ones 
‘open for business’ now. The following items should not be expensive in the scheme of 
our parks projects, will improve the parks immediately, and are a foreshadowing of the 
issues that will arise with our new parks.  
 
We recommend that the following issues be addressed immediately. 
 
Geneva Maney Park:  

• Secure the chain link fence which does not enclose the playground, opens 
directly onto roadway, and makes it unsafe (and likely unused) by families with 
younger children who are a flight risk.  

• Slide is disconnected at top and on side supports but remains sturdy somehow.  
Doubt it would clear a public-school safety inspection. 

• Graffiti removal 
Riverside Park: 

• Signage needed labeling restroom building 
• Increase regular maintenance/janitorial services for restrooms (no toilet paper 

available on 6/18 and trash bins dirty) 
Roy Pope Memorial Park: 

• Increase regular maintenance/janitorial services; bathrooms appear dirty on 6/18, 
recycling bins were so full that cans and bottles were sticking out of the openings 

• Cracked step on slide needs evaluation for repair 
Community Center Basketball Court 

• Add one hoop & new net on both rims 
 
Sincerely, 
 



Walt Brewer,  
Chair   
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